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BRUCE'S TO

Ashury P&ﬂ(, where the ans cut

Heﬂdmﬂn&h Wark City

through the Holland Tunnel, south on
th 85 ond eost on the 33, and the gritty
boardwalks and the aftermoth of
Huwrricane Sandy. This is the north
Jersey shore, a ome- time playground
for New Yorkers who escaped here from
the traffic and summer heat — before

Il::hnon:ol'ﬂtlurﬂq:i.m:f
American music. The strip of coastal
towns is arguably to rock what Nashville
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A whole new scene is developing (see

guide, belmw |, and among the acts on

an ouldoor stage from fune throwgh o

Angust will be Lymyrd Skynoyrd,

Hldnhmlml‘l]}m‘l: - By Trockers
_oom).

I you want to be a part of it, you can
hire a car or travel by rail from Penn
siation, in Manhattan. The line runs the
length of the north lersey shore and is
an experience in itself as it trundles
through the seaside towns, with their
pasici- painted houses and pink
hydrangeas growing in reefs like coral
in the salty Atlantic air.

I yon want & guide, then o couple

of enterprising local journalists, Sian
Goldstein and lean

M ufcnlilin\ﬂnl’y
the 14- mile strip af ek Park's Comvention
cafes, restourants Hall; & magmificent
and beachfront homes ald beachside theatre
itk M e ) Branch eeibog iy ) yesicy
. i S HLovg ;
i = S o Eande 1 1964, M
a gem history. Y g s Moe
U2, Led Zeppelin e g an Sepiee, a Broadway
and the Rolling ook producer, took over
Stones all played concert &
some of their first and attracted a list

American concerts here. At the risk of
giving mway my age. ['m going tovenhare
that this is every bat as important asa

to the Cavern Clab. T came,

Asbury Park, the epicentre of the strip.
Mow there are signs that the Shore's

Elory days muny be abanat to rehorn.

HRebuailding is still going on after the

boardwalks and piers long closed down
are back in vogue.

And Ashary Park is recovering its
former reputation s o mecca for rock:

of stars few other venues have rivalled.
They included the Rolling Stones, the
Who, the Clash, Led Zeppelin, the Doors
and Black Sabbath.

Acrnss the street is the Wonder Bar,
which once claimed the longest bar in
the world, and further down Ocean
Avenue is the Stone Pony. The latter is
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bnlh;bc:l,hlnﬂ.lylm s not there
when visit )

Text stop is the site of the Fast Lane,
where 112 ployed in 1981, os did Jon Bom
Jowi in the days when he was performing
ax fohn i and the Wild Ones.
(He's mtill a local}. Other acts who honed
their style here inchade the Ramones,
George Thorogood and the Runoways.
Sadly, the once thriving venme was torn
down before it could benefit from the

‘has to o rock "'n'roll musenm . Yoo can
wander in and se¢ a fabulouss collection
of pictures of the Shore in its heyday.

Time for 2 heart- attack brunch special
at the Langosta Lounge, across the road
from the Sione Pony: show - roasted
southern fried sgg and pork with cheese
and fries. Springsieen is a customer,
apparently, but not when I'm there.
Seems I'm out of ek,

[ don’t give up. The Boss is a reguolar
performer in Asbury Park — he describes
it ax his sdopted home — but dhring my
wisit | hear he's tied up with a gig down
the coast in North Carolina. Not sdeal, bat
Buring that where Bruce is, the spirit af
Asbury Park is also, [ mosey on over to

Wi builit this dity on
rock'n'rall Top bek,
e ity Pk and Bt
et armous son,
Bauge Soringsieen
o rikgit, the:

Spingsieen's 1872
debut sl Bebw,
Led Peppein and the
Rasmories, bt plyed
the et Jersey shore

i the mid-concert handshake may have
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hingdonhotel
trendy, gay- friendly Empress |
from E155; asburyempress com}.
WHERE T EAT At Frank"s Del &
Bestaurant (1406 Main Street), you
might see three gensrations of the same
for the pork roll, egg ond cheese
sandwich. fimmy®s ltalan Restawrant
{1405 A sbury Awenme) is o typical
Jersey Halian, with booths, mirrors and
phatns of the late immy with Sinatra,
conld have stepped straight out of the
Sngn'lnm.ﬁ:rymlrdnmcln?ntmc
Boss at the Langosts Lownge, it's ot 1000
Ocean Avenue.

THE TOUR Stan and Jean's Rock and Rall
Tour of the Jersey Shore starts ot £74 for
tewo howurs or £133 for four hours, based
on a group of foar (npockmap. com).

THE VEMUES The Stone Pomy's closure wos
a symbol of Asbury Park's decline. With
mppnrt&mnSp!inﬂnm.itmq)m.nd
Indmrhnlhmzol'lh:ﬂ:utlhﬂ
music, including the Gaslight Anthem. If
:lt:'lnn-]:ud:nd rauCOus, You can retine
o the back bar — where it's just moooms.
Kings of Leon, the Lemonhesds, Ben
Folds Five and Stereophonics have played

Asbury Lanes is & vintage bowling
alley and bar with live rock and punk,
burlesque, dance parties, flm and art

GETHME THERE Airlines flying to New Yark
md.ﬂz:&mhmnrs. Delin Air Lines



